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LOVE AND CREATION
“In the Beginning . . . “



LOVE AND CREATION
“Made Out of Love”



LOVE AND CREATION
“Community is Lost”
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LOVE AND CREATION
“Chaos, Cancer, Death & God’s Plan of Redemption”
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THE GOD OF GRACE
“God’s Common, Everyday Grace to Adam & Eve--and Us”



THE GOD OF GRACE
“God’s Grace to Cain”



THE GOD OF GRACE
“God’s Grace to Noah & Humanity”



THE GOD OF GRACE
“God’s Grace to the People of Babel”



FAITH & THE PROMISE
“C.S. Lewis’ Story of Faith



FAITH & THE PROMISE
“Abram Has a Great Faith Response”



FAITH & THE PROMISE
“A Personal Relationship with God”



THE INCARNATION
“The Word Became Flesh”



Discussion Questions

 *God could perhaps have chosen some other way to save humanity. Why do you think
he came in the form of a baby?

 Put yourself in the shoes of Joseph and Mary throughout this story. What must they have
been thinking and feeling?

 Contrast Herod the Great as king, and Jesus as king. How are they different? Which
king would you rather be ruled by?

 What do you think of the wise men? Where do you think they were from?

 *How do you think that we can give “gifts” to Christ the king today?

THE INCARNATION
“The Birth of Jesus Christ”



THE INCARNATION
“John the Baptist & the Kingdom of God”
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THE INCARNATION
“Jesus’ Baptism in the Jordan River”



THE INCARNATION
“Jesus’ Temptations in the Desert”



THE INCARNATION
“Jesus Calls His Disciples at the Sea of Galilee”
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THE INCARNATION
“The Light of the World & the Early Church”
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THE ROAD TO THE CROSS
“A Ransom for Many”



THE ROAD TO THE CROSS
“Seeing Jesus Clearly: The Triumphal Entry”



Discussion Questions

 Why do you think Jesus was so upset by the money changers operating in the “Court of
the Gentiles”?

 Why do you think that there was even a Court of the Gentiles as part of the temple, if the
Jews were God’s chosen people?

 *Jesus makes a whip, throws tables, and chases people out of the temple. Was this
“Christlike”?

 What kind of behaviors or actions would Christ be upset by today? If he were living
physically on earth today, what do you think his reaction would be?

 *What do we learn about God and people from this story?

THE ROAD TO THE CROSS
“Jesus Confronts the Religious Leaders in the Temple”



THE ROAD TO THE CROSS
“Jesus is Betrayed in the Garden of Gethsemane”



JESUS’ CRUCIFIXION & DEATH
“Jesus’ Trial Before the High Priest”



JESUS’ CRUCIFIXION & DEATH
“Jesus’ Trial Before Pilate”



JESUS’ CRUCIFIXION & DEATH
“Christ’s Death on the Cross”



Discussion Questions

 What do you think of the dramatic events that Matthew records happened at Christ’s
death? Which do you think is most significant?

 What do you think of the Roman centurion’s confession at the cross that Jesus was the
Son of God?

 *What do you think of the story of John Newton and the song, Amazing Grace? Why
has this song impacted so many? How does it impact you?

 *Christ’s death makes possible our redemption, which includes:

 Redeeeming us sin (taking on our sins in his body;the bondage of of slavery
to sin, legalism, and fear of death

 Redeeming us  - God, doing good and righteousness, and service towards other,
and reconciliation with God and others

Which of these most resonates with you?

RESURRECTION & NEW LIFE
“Christ’s Redemptive Death & God’s Amazing Grace”



Discussion Questions

 *How and what do you think the disciples were thinking and feeling on “Saturday,” after
Christ’s death and burial?

 Who close to you has died? What was the funeral like? What are the purposes of burials
and funerals?

 How would you describe the thinking and feeling of the disciples who were on the road
to Emmaus on resurrection morning before Jesus revealed himself to them? Why did
they not understand the resurrection that Jesus would undergo?

 *Who do you want to see again in the next life?

 What do we learn about God and people from this story?

RESURRECTION & NEW LIFE
“The Significance of Christ’s Burial”
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RESURRECTION & NEW LIFE
“Christ’s Resurrection & Reasons to Believe”
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RESURRECTION & NEW LIFE
“The Resurrection, Hope, & the Gospel”



Discussion Questions

 *What regrets do you have in your life? What would you like to “do over” or start over in
your life?

 The apostle Paul says that we are saved by grace through faith. How has God been gra-
cious to you? What would be a good next faith step for you in response?

 What parallels do you see in baptism and Christ’s story of death, burial, and resurrec-
tion? How could baptism represent a new start in our lives?

 How are repentance and baptism a part of trusting God with our lives? (If in a group,
share a personal experience.)

 *Jesus was baptized and began ministry and mission after his baptism. Do you want to
follow Jesus, be baptized, and take up his mission?

 *What do you feel that God is calling you to do to more fully take hold of the new life in
Christ?

RESURRECTION & NEW LIFE
“Baptism & New Life in Christ”



Discussion Questions

 *Jesus told his disciples to: go; make disciples of all nations; baptize; and teach to obey.
Which of these do we most struggle with doing?

 Which of the above do you want to more fully follow?

 Jesus said he came to seek and save the lost, serve others, and proclaim or share the
good news. What aspect of Christ’s mission is most appealing to you?

 *Who would you like to reach out to and share God’s story of redemption with?

 What do we learn about God and people form this story?

RESURRECTION & NEW LIFE
“The Great Commission”



RESURRECTION & NEW LIFE
“Epilogue”




